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Said R. Helbo, “It is so as to link up one redemption [the one of 
Purim] with another redemption [the one of the Exodus from Egypt].” 


[D] R. Levi in the name of R. Hama bar Haninah: “That year was 
intercalated.” 


[E] What is the scriptural basis for that view? [“In the first month, 
which is the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King 
Ahasuerus, they cast Pur, that is the lot, before Haman from day to 
day; and from month to month [until it fell on] the twelfth month, 
which is the month of Adar” (Est. 3:7). 


Is the first of the two Adars the additional month, or is the second of 
the two Adars the additional month? 


What is the practical difference between these two positions? 


R. Samuel bar R. Isaac said, “The two rams for Pentecost will be at 
issue. [They must be within their first year when offered up at 
Pentecost.] Now if they were born on the fifteenth of Adar in a year 
that was not intercalated and then grew up in [the following] year, 
which was intercalated — if you maintain that the first Adar is the 
extra one, then it adds up to a protracted year, [and the rams will be 
valid for an offering] [71a]. If you say that the second Adar is the 
additional one, then [the ram is useful] only up to the fifteenth of the 
first Adar [of that year]. [Beyond that point, it enters the second year of 
its life.]” 


[D] Said R. Aibu bar Nigri, “The Mishnah itself has made the point 
that the first Adar is the extra one. 


[E] “For we have learned there: They testified that a year may be 
intercalated any time during Adar, for it had been taught, “Only 
until Purim.” They testified that the year may be intercalated 
conditionally [M. Ed. 7:7]. 


[F] “That statement indicates that the first Adar is regarded as the 
additional one. [That is, at that point the original year is still at 
hand.] For if you say that the second Adar is the additional one, [so 
the year is over in twelve months that now have passed], then how 
is it possible to intercalate a year, when one is no longer within that 
year?” 


[G] Mar Uqba found two letters. In one of them it was written, 
“And it is good in my view and in the view of my colleagues to 
add to this year thirty days,” and in the other it was written, “It 


